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Not a Twitter or Facebook revolution… But 
ICT is an important tool for Social change  



Our Research 
 Changing roles of Facebook in the trajectory of pro-

democracy movements in Egypt 

 Analyze the roles through the lens of:  

 

 

 

 

 ICTs engender different forms of political participation 
and collective action in the trajectory of a revolution 
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Our Case: April 6th Youth Movement 



April 6th Youth Movement (A6YM) 
 Started as a Facebook group to support the workers’ 

protest in Mahalla in April 6th 2008  

 Facebook group attracted 70,000 supporters in few 
days 

 Group leaders quickly realized the limits of social media 
to advance a democratic revolution 

 2009 April 6 members learned strategies for non-violent 
resistance and peaceful protests 

 A major mobilizing force behind the 18 days protests 
that led to Mubarak’s ousting in Feb. 2011 





Asef Bayat’s Theoretical Contributions 
 Relative spaces of freedom 
 Social media role in creating relative space of 
freedoms 

 
 Social non-movements 
  “Appropriating” social media for political ends. 
 
 Collective actions of non-collective actors 
Online-offline mobilization techniques and dynamic 
used by April 6th Movement to render non-collective 
actors engage in collective actions 
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Methodology 
 Content Analysis of different media 
 From January 2008 – April 2011  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Interviews with key actors in Egypt 



The Trajectory of AY6M  

Public 
Appearance 
and Claiming 
the date April 
6th  

Announcement  
of the 
creation of a 
Movement 

Comparing 
notes  
Learning non-
violent 
strategies 

Widening 
Networks 
A Movement 
matures 

A 
Revolutionary 
Force 



Different roles of  

• Advocacy: Persuading people to join, like, support 

• Build and shape narratives of resistance 

• Mobilization tool (operational and informational) 

• A space for self-expression 

• Build collective awareness and unity  

• Forge international solidarity  



April 2008 | Public Appearance   

1. Linking workers struggle to 
Facebook audience  

2. A tool for advocacy and 
calling people into action 

Mahalla protests, April 6th 2008 

Government reacted swiftly and aggressively 
 Call of action on Facebook not very successful in mobilizing 

young people (some protests in Cairo) 

 April 6th activists need a strategy for face to face engagement 
 



1. Built a narrative for resistance: pro democracy  

2. Mobilization informational and calling people 
to action (but w/ limited info on how) 

3. Build collective awareness: We are all Egypt 

 Diversified ICT and street presence: @6aprilyouth, Facebook page 
in English, and leaflets on the streets.  

 “Electronic proliferation team” dedicated team to spreading the 
Movement on Twitter, Facebook, Youtube, and on the streets  

  Alliance between A6YM and We are Khaled Said  

2010 | Widening Networks 



2011| A Revolutionary Force 

1. Mobilization informational (not 
operational) 

2. Forging International Solidarity 

 Million men (and women) March in Cairo Jan 28th | All roads lead 
to Tahrir Square 

 Major mobilization to the streets organized through trusted 
institutions | Churches and Mosques 

  Mubarak’s departure leaves power vacuum. Youth become the 
problem not the solution  



FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
• A presidential election was held in Egypt on 23 and 24 

May 2012 for the first time in almost 60 years 

• The future looks uncertain – diversity of causes 
affecting the unity of Egyptians 

 

Are youth a strong enough force to move their 
country along in the path towards democracy? 

Are the new forms of political participation engender 
in part through ICT effective to create consensus? 



New forms of political participation 

#Tweetnadwa Twitter format face to face 

• 140 seconds to speak 

• Raise hands to RT 

• Diversity of topics 

Tweetnadwa 
Healtcare 

Tweetnadwa 
Education 

Tweetnadwa 
Corruption 



Thank You! 
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