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Our Research 

 Changing roles of Facebook in the trajectory of the April 
6th Youth Movement in Egypt 

 Analyze the roles through the lens of:  

 

 

 

 

 Content analysis of a variety of sources: A6YM 
Facebook page in Arabic & English, selected blogs, 
Egyptian newspapers, Al-Jazeera Arabic and NYT 

Actors and 
networks 

Mobilization 
strategies  

Critical events 
in the 

international 
scene 

Reaction of the 
State (Local 

context.)  





Our Cases 

April 6th Youth Movement  We are all Khalid Said  



April 6th Youth Movement (A6YM) 
 Started as a Facebook group to support the 

workers’ protest in Mahalla in April 6th 2008  

 Facebook group attracted 70,000 
supporters in few days 

 Group leaders quickly realized the limits of 
social media to advance a democratic 
revolution 

 2009 April 6 members learned strategies for 
non-violent resistance and peaceful 
protests 

 A major mobilizing force behind the 18 days 
protests that led to Mubarak’s ousting in 
Feb. 2011 

 



We Are All Khalid Said (WAAKS) 

 Created right after the police 
beating and dead of Khaled Said 
in the city of Alexandria  

 Sharing posts about Said’s case 
and exposing other cases of 
police brutality and human rights 
abuses committed by the 
Egyptian regime.  

 A sister Facebook page in English 
appeared few weeks later. 

 Currently, it has 2.5m Likes  



Why Are They Important?  
 Built political awareness and mobilizing young 

people, motivating them to take to the streets 

Mobilized other social sectors of Egyptian society by 
reporting on the development of the protests 

 Built bridges that supported the “transition from the 
electronic world to the real ground,” 

 Raised political awareness on the meaning of the 
revolution and democracy in Egypt.  



Different roles of  

• Advocacy: Persuading people to join, like, support 

• Build and shape narratives of resistance 

• Mobilization tool (operational and informational) 

• A space for self-expression 

• Build collective awareness and unity  

• Forge international solidarity  



Methodology: Comparative Analysis  

Describe methodology 



Methodology: Tool  
• Describe the API tool as included in the paper  



Summary of Findings | Please revise 
  A6YM WAAKS Convergences 

Pre-Tahrir 

• Demanding State 
responsibilities.  

• Uniting people and 
groups among 
common goals. 

• Mobilizing people for 
protests (operational). 

• Exposing 
police 
brutality. 

• Calling for 
mobilization 
(informational)
. 

• Mobilizing for 
goodness. 

• Expressing 
solidarity. 

• Common call for 
25th. 

• Motivating 
people to go out 
and take on the 
streets. 

From 
protests 
toward a 
revolution 

• Reporting from the 
protests.  

• Creating bridges btw 
online and offline 
actions. 

• Calling for Mubarak 
step down 

• Encouraging 
people to go 
outside and 
stay.  

• Creating 
bridges 
between 
online 
initiatives 

• Calling for 
reforms 

Centralizing 
information (to 
report on the 
protest and 
coordinate 
mobilizations). 



A6YM WAAKS Convergences 

The battle 
to keep 
the square 

• Preventing and 
informing on the 
blackout. 

• Reporting results 
of clashes and 
abuses of 
armed forces 
from the field. 

• Informing on 
disappearing 
of Wael 
Ghoneim 

• Honoring 
martyrs. 

• Reporting on 
the events 
from outside of 
the country. 

Calling for staying 
and resisting at 
Square 

Defending 
the 
revolution 

• Keeping alive 
the goals of the 
revolution. 

• Surveying 
about next 
steps (short 
and long run). 

• Informing on 
meetings and 
communication
s with SCAF. 

• calling new 
protest for the 
old regime to 
fall 



Not a Twitter or Facebook revolution… But 
ICT is an important tool for Social change  



Pre-Tahrir |Dec 15th –Jan 24th   
1. INSERT ROLES HERE 



FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 



Thank You! 
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NEW FORMS OF POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 

#Tweetnadwa Twitter format face to face 

• 140 seconds to speak 

• Raise hands to RT 

• Diversity of topics 

Tweetnadwa 
Healtcare 

Tweetnadwa 
Education 

Tweetnadwa 
Corruption 
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